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Curriculum for Primary Grade

(2 and 3 year olds)

Over The Rainbow Montessori School

3001 Ross Avenue

San Jose, CA  95124

(408) 978-5454

I.  Learning Objectives:

To further academic excellence for our students, Over The Rainbow Montessori has developed detailed age-specific objectives for all areas of our curriculum.  These are as follows:

1. To create a happy, healthy and safe environment for young children so their first experience with school is a positive one.

2. To teach young children how to make choices which lead to independence, self-confidence, self-control, and a sense of responsibility.

3. To give children ample opportunity to discover, explore and be challenged through direct experience of the learning process best suited to young children.

4. To facilitate the use of such learning processes as:

a. Exploration:  Using the senses to observe, investigate, and manipulate.

b. Identification:  Naming and describing what is experienced.

c. Classification:  Grouping objects or experiences by their common characteristics.

d. Comparison and Contrast:  Observing similarities and sequencing differences between objects or experiences.

e. Hypothesis:  Using past experiences to make a guess about what might happen.

f. Generalization:  Applying previous experiences to new events.

II. Program Structures:

Our program provides a unique structure for specific areas of a child’s development, with appropriate tools and environment, and following the above objectives.

1. Program structure for sensory, fine motor and gross motor development:

a. Educating children to care for their own health and safety.

b. Support physical and sensory development through dance, music, and movement.

c. Daily time for outdoor play for 1 hour in the morning and 1 hour in the afternoon, with at least half an hour being continuous.

d. Daily free choice periods of at least 1 hour with opportunities to use sensory and manipulative materials.

2. Program structure for art, music, and movement:

a. Development of creativity and aesthetic awareness.

b. Daily free choice period of at least 1 hour with opportunities to use art materials, blocks, and manipulative toys.

c. Daily group music experiences.

d. Creative movement and drama activities provided           regularly with performance goals set quarterly.

3. Program structure for language and literacy:

a. Support of language and literacy development, including an appreciation of literature.

b. Daily free choice period of at least 1 hour include opportunities for children to talk to one another and adults, explore printed materials, use writing equipment and art materials, and look at books.

c. Daily planned story times, felt board or puppet activities.

4. Program structure for cognitive development:

a. Support of play, discovery learning, questioning, and problem solving.

b. Planned science, math, and social studies activities, drawn from the interests and experiences of children and focused on daily activities such as the calendar, meals, and outdoor or sandbox play.

5. Program structure for practical life:

a. Support in mastering life skills such as:

i. Cutting

ii. Spreading

iii. Ironing

iv. Pouring

v. Currency recognition

Based on this outline, the following curriculum has been developed.

SEPTEMBER
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Theme:  Safety

Letters:  A, B, C, D

Colors:  Red, Yellow, Blue

Numbers:  1, 2, 3, 4

Shapes:  Triangle, Square, Circle, Rectangle

Science Theme:  Air

Science Activities:

1. Making bubbles, pinwheels, and floating feathers.

2. How balloons are blown up – air and suction.

3. Fans and what they do.

Games:  Roll Ball, Doggie Doggie, Hokey Pokey, paint

Art:

1. Straw art:  Make fire truck.

2. Marble art:  Make police car.

3. String art:  Make picture of a crosswalk guard.

4. Object art:  Cutting.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (A, B, C, D).

2. Tracing numbers (1, 2, 3, 4).

3. Tracing shapes (triangle, square, circle, rectangle).

Music:

1. Fire Safety Song

2. Twinkle Twinkle Traffic Light

3. Apples and Bananas

4. Alphabet Song

5. Letter Sounds

6. Number Songs

Math:  Counting using popcorn, bubbles, and the calendar.

Language:  Books about safety and sharing.

Class Projects:  Build a city block with a police station, fire station, cars, etc.

OCTOBER

[image: image4.wmf]
Theme:  Dress/costumes from other countries.

Letters:  E, F, G, H

Colors:  Green, Purple, Orange

Numbers:  5, 6, 7, 8

Shapes:  Star, Circle, Crescent Moon, Heart

Science Theme:  Botany (pumpkins)

Science Activities:

1.  Where & how pumpkins grow; pumpkin seeds.

2.  Cutting a pumpkin open; smell, taste.

3. Things made with pumpkins:  Pies, roasted seeds.

Games:  London Bridge, Tightrope Walk, Find My Name

Art:  Halloween theme:

1.  Cats, ghosts, etc.

2.  Pumpkin chains.

3.  Pumpkin decoration (cutting).

4.  Color and dress from other countries.

Handwriting:

1.  Tracing letters (E, F, G, H).

2. Tracing numbers (5, 6, 7, 8).

3.  Tracing shapes (star, circle, crescent moon, heart).

Music:

1. Music from other countries

2. Alphabet Song

3. Letter Sounds

4. Number Songs

Math:  Counting and the calendar.

Language:  “A Dark, Dark Tale,” and “The Biggest Pumpkin.”

Class Projects:  Sharing, Halloween party, costume parade.

NOVEMBER
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Theme:  Fall

Letters:  I, J, K, L

Colors:  Brown, Black, White

Numbers:  9, 10, 11, 12

Shapes:  Triangle, Heart, Circle, X

Science Theme:  Water

Science Activities:

1. How water moves.

2. What floats and what sinks.

3. Bubbles in water and why they form

4. What makes water disappear (sun, etc.)

5. How ice melts.

Games:  Bean Bag, Newspaper Ball, Can You Touch With

Art:

1. Native American headbands.

2. Pilgrim hats.

3. Turkey art.

4. Painting with brown and black.

5. Fall leaves.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (I, J, K, L).

2. Tracing numbers (9, 10, 11, 12).

3. Tracing shapes (triangle, heart, circle, X).

Music:

1. Ella Jenkins/Instruments

2. You sing a song and I’ll sing a song

3. Alphabet Song

4. Letter Sounds

5. Number Songs

Math:  Counting using pumpkins, cats, leaves, and the calendar.

Language:  Thanksgiving stories, fall stories, sharing.

Class Projects:  Thanksgiving party.

DECEMBER
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Theme:  Winter

Letters:  M, N, O, P

Colors:  Red, Green, White

Numbers:  13, 14, 15, 16

Shapes:  Triangle, Diamond, Circle, Rectangle

Science Theme:  Birds

Science Activities:

1. Making a bird feeder.

2. Different kinds of birds.

3. Why birds fly.

Games:  My Feet Can Walk, Breathing High on the Mountain Top, Hot Dog

Art:

1. Winter pictures: Snow men, snowflakes, ice skates.

2. Glitter collage.

3. Popsicle sleds.

4. Coloring between the lines.

5. Decorate cookies – gingerbread boys and girls.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (M, N, O, P).

2. Tracing numbers (13, 14, 15, 16).

3. Tracing shapes (triangle, diamond, circle, rectangle).

Music:

1. Songs from around the world

2. Winter celebration show practice

3. Alphabet Song

4. Letter Sounds

5. Number Songs

Math:  Counting using gingerbread cookies and the calendar.

Language:  “The Gingerbread Boy,”  “Winter Books,” books about different holidays around the world, books about birds.

Class Projects:  Winter celebration party/show.

JANUARY
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Theme:  Transportation

Letters:  Q, R, S, T

Colors:  Red, Purple, Blue

Numbers:  17, 18, 19, 20

Shapes:  Triangle, Square, Circle, Rectangle

Science Theme:  Colors

Science Activities:

1. Mixing colors.

2. Identifying colors in nature.

3. Colors that create black.

Games:  Color Twister, Bippity Boppity Bumble Bee (can you find “color” for me?)

Art:  Play-Dough and “Goop”

1. Make a car.

2. Make an airplane.

3. Make a train.

4. Make a boat.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (Q, R, S, T).

2. Tracing numbers (17, 18, 19, 20).

3. Tracing shapes (triangle, square, circle, rectangle).

Music:

1. “_______ is wearing a _______ color shirt”

2. “Colors of the Rainbow”

3. Alphabet Song

4. Letter Sounds

5. Number Songs

Math:  Counting trucks, cars, boats, trains, and the calendar.

Language:  “The Little Engine,” “Things That Go,” sharing.

Class Projects:  Make a highway, train tracks, airport, and a dock.

FEBRUARY
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Theme:  Giving and sharing

Letters:  U, V, W, X

Colors:  Red, White, Pink

Numbers:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Shapes:  Heart, Star, Circle

Science Theme:  Spiders, Worms, and Insects

Science Activities:

1. Observing worms.

2. Collecting spider webs.

3. Why we need spiders, worms, and insects.

Games:  Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes; Hokey Pokey; Secret Circle

Art:  Pink shaving cream, red play-dough.

1. Cut out hearts.

2. Make Valentines.

3. Sponge painting with hearts

4. Decorating hearts & sparkle collage.

5. String beads on pipe cleaners & glue.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (U, V, W, X).

2. Tracing numbers (1, 2, 3, 4, 5).

3. Tracing shapes (heart, star, circle).

Music:

1. I Love You, You Love Me

2. Skinna-ma-rink

3. Animal Cracker

4. Alphabet Song

5. Letter Sounds

6. Number Songs

Math:  Counting hearts and the calendar.

Language:  “Giving,” “Creole,” and sharing.

Class Projects:  Valentine’s Day party.

MARCH

[image: image9.wmf]
Theme:  Community Workers

Letters:  Y & Z

Colors:  Review learned so far

Numbers:  6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Shapes:  Crescent, Diamond, Octagon

Science Theme:  Reptiles

Science Activities:

1. Where reptiles live.

2. What reptiles eat.

3. Why reptiles are special.

4. Why we need snakes, lizards, and frogs.

Games:  Class Snake, Leap Frog

Art:  Sponge painting, bean collages

1. Make a frog.

2. Make a lizard.

3. Make a snake.

4. Make a kite.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (Y & Z).

2. Tracing numbers (6, 7, 8, 9, 10).

3. Tracing shapes (crescent, diamond, octagon).

Music:

1. Hap Palmers’ “Sammy Snake”

2. Alphabet Song

3. Letter Sounds

4. Number Songs

Math:  Counting and the calendar.

Language:  “Hats,” “Mommy’s at Work,” “Mr. Rogers Hospital Book,” “Verdi the Snake,” other community books.

Class Projects:  Make a life size tracing of ourselves as community workers.

APRIL
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Theme:  Spring

Letters:  Aa, Bb, Cc, Dd

Colors:  Yellow, Blue, Pink, Green

Numbers:  11, 12, 13, 14, 15

Shapes:  Oval, Circle

Science Theme:  Caterpillars, Moths, and Butterflies

Science Activities:

1. Hands on experience with caterpillars.

2. Observation:  Feeding, spinning cocoons, emerging butterflies.

Games:  Dance with Scarves, Balancing

Art:  Pastels, watercolors, chalk

1. Make a caterpillar.

2. Make a butterfly.

3. Make a bunny hat.

4. String bunny, macaroni necklace.

5. Chicks with feathers.

6. Egg coloring.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (Aa, Bb, Cc, Dd).

2. Tracing numbers (11, 12, 13, 14, 15).

3. Tracing shapes (oval, circle).

Music:

1. Once There Was a Caterpillar

2. Color Songs

3. Alphabet Song

4. Letter Sounds

5. Number Songs

Math:  Counting and the calendar.

Language:  “Once There Was a Caterpillar,”  “Caterpillar,” other books and sharing.

Class Projects:  Easter party.

MAY
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Theme:  Health

Letters:  Ee, Ff, Gg, Hh

Colors:  Red, Yellow, Blue

Numbers:  16, 17, 18, 19, 20

Shapes:  Square, Rectangle

Science Theme:  Plants

Science Activities:

1. How plants grow.

2. Different kinds of plants and trees.

3. How we use plants and why we need them.

Games:  Exercise celebration:  Slides, tunnels, jump rope, hopscotch, trampoline, etc.

Art:  Cooking healthy snacks & miscellaneous crafts

1. Celery butterflies.

2. Corn husking.

3. Fruit salad.

4. Growing beans.

5. Collages (polka dots, stripes).

6. Tissue flowers.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (Ee, Ff, Gg, Hh).

2. Tracing numbers (16, 17, 18, 19, 20).

3. Tracing shapes (square rectangle).

Music:

1. Dance:  Mexican Hat Dance

2. Rehearsals for patriotic show begin

3. Alphabet Song

4. Letter Sounds

5. Number Songs

Math:  Counting using beans, carrots, and the calendar.

Language:  “Our Earth,” “Dirt, You Made My Lunch,” “Connected,” “The Big Carrot.”

Class Projects:  Mother’s Day Brunch.

JUNE
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Theme:  Me and My Family

Letters:  Ii, Jj, Kk, Ll

Colors:  Secondary color review

Patterns:  Plaid, Zig Zag

Numbers:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Shapes:  Triangle, Star

Science Theme:  Dinosaurs

Science Activities:

1. When dinosaurs lived.

2. Different kinds of dinosaurs.

3. What dinosaurs ate.

Games:  Happy Sad Glad Afraid, Feelings Game

Art:

1. Make a dinosaur.

2. Color a dinosaur.

3. Prehistoric rubbings.

4. Veggie dinosaur.

5. Scratch art.

6. Face painting.

7. Drawing “me.”

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (Ii, Jj, Kk, Ll).

2. Tracing numbers (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10).

3. Tracing shapes (triangle, star).

Music:

1. Hap Palmer “About Me”

2. Alphabet Song

3. Letter Sounds

4. Number Songs

Math:  Counting using dinosaurs and the calendar.

Language:  “When I Was a Baby,” books about families all over the world, and sharing.

Class Projects:  Build a city block with a police station, fire station, cars, etc.

JULY
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Theme:  Summer

Letters:  Review A-Z

Colors:  Review all primary colors

Numbers:  Review 1-20

Shapes:  Review all shapes

Science Theme:  The Animal Kingdom

Science Activities:

1. What animals eat.

2. How animals help us.

3. Where animals live.

Games:  Parading with instruments

Art:

1. Make animal puppets.

2. Balloon art.

3. Make flags and stars.

4. Make a stage backdrop.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing letters (A-Z).

2. Tracing numbers (1-20).

3. Tracing shapes.

4. Tracing our names.

Music:

1. Patriotic songs

2. Patriotic show rehearsal

3. Hula practice

4. Alphabet Song

5. Letter Sounds

6. Number Songs

Math:  Counting and the calendar.

Language:  “Brown Bear, Brown Bear,” other books and sharing.

Class Projects:  Patriotic show and ice cream social.

* Please see our summer program schedule for special activities in July

AUGUST
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Theme:  Review and preparation for the next school year

Letters:  Review A-Z

Colors:  Review all primary and secondary colors

Patterns:  Review all patterns

Numbers:  Review 1-20

Shapes:  Review all shapes

Science Theme:  Marine life

Science Activities:

1. What lives in our oceans, lakes and rivers.

2. What does marine life eat.

3. How do fish breathe

4. Why we need marine life.

Games:  Slippery fish, water play

Art:

1. Color marine life.

2. Make marine life mobiles.

3. Make miniature oceans.

4. Fruit art.

Handwriting:

1. Tracing our name.

2. Tracing letters (A-Z).

3. Tracing numbers (1-20).

4. Tracing shapes.

Music:

1. Baby Baloga

2. Boom Boom Didum Dadum Wadum Choo

3. Alphabet Song

4. Letter Sounds

5. Number Songs

Math:  Counting using whales, fish, shells, and the calendar.

Language:  Books about animals that change their colors, rainbow fish, and sharing.

Class Projects:  Hawaiian Luau party.

* Please see our summer program schedule for special activities in August
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